
The Power of Christ
Controlled Thinking

Philippians 4:8



Let's review the ingredients of 
powerful thinking:

1. The power of truth, honesty, and justice makes us 
powerful in our witnessing.

2. The power of purity, things lovely and of good report 
gives us a powerful testimony.

3. The power of Virtue and Praise, changes us, and 
makes us more like our Savior, and bring us victory in 
life!



I. Victory and Virtue Changes Us.
A. "…if there is any virtue"

1 Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light;

B. Quote from H. A. Ironside.
- "It is important that we should never permit our minds to feed like 

flesh eating vultures, on the wicked, filthy and unholy things of the 
flesh."

C. Churches that build on faults must expect earthquakes.



II. Power and Praise Changes Us.

A. "…if there is anything praiseworthy"

‘This thing is from Me.’

B. Each Christian should be a walking doxology.

Romans 8:28, And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called according 
to His purpose.

C. Paul had a problem with Euodias and Syntyche V.2.

"to be of the same mind in the Lord." (V.2)  



Philippians 4:10-13
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has 

flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked 
opportunity.

11Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever 
state I am, to be content:

12I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere 
and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need.

13I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.



Philippians 4: 18-20, 

Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from 
Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling 
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.
19And my God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
20Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.



III. Christ is the Conqueror.  

A. Where can we find truth and honesty personified?

B. Who is just and pure? Christ!  

C. Who is the altogether lovely One? Christ!

"You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased." (Luke 3:22)

"He has done all things well." (Mark 7:37).    

D. Who is good all the time? Christ!



1 Corinthians 2:13-16
These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom 
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual.
14But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.
15But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly 
judged by no one.
16For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct 
Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.



E. Who is virtuous and worthy of our praise? Christ!
James 1:2-8 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.
4But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing.
5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
7For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from 
the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.


